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The guidelines of the UN INSARAG (United Nations International Search and 

Rescue Advisory Group) specify that international rescue teams must undergo 

regular training to ensure that they can satisfy the high demands placed on them 

when dealing with earthquakes and other major disasters. From 4 to 8 March 2013, 

Switzerland is thus conducting a disaster relief exercise (SimEX) in Kriens, Canton of 

Lucerne.  
 

Switzerland has been involved in the coordination of international rescue operations 

for many years. The country has held the "Global Chair" of the UN INSARAG since it 

was first set up, and, at the same time, Swiss Rescue has set international standards 

through its work. Swiss Rescue is supervised and deployed by the Delegate for 

Humanitarian Aid. Applying the principle of "Helping people to help themselves", 

Humanitarian Aid of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC HA) 

also trains other countries' search and rescue teams all over the world. With 

Switzerland's support, Turkey and China have been able to build up internationally 

recognised teams themselves. Similar projects are currently running in Morocco, 

Jordan, India and Armenia.   
 

The international disaster relief exercise in Kriens is being conducted by the SDC HA 

in close cooperation with the Swiss Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection 

and Sport (DDPS). It includes a combination of virtual planning exercises and 

operational elements. The exercise is based on the simulation of a major earthquake 

in the greater Basel area. Teams from twelve countries plus the exercise 

management made up of international specialists will be practising search and 

rescue methods and coordination with the cantonal and national authorities. In 

addition, the management processes necessitated by a major international 

deployment will form part of the exercise, from the initial alert through to 

demobilisation. This exercise is being conducted under Switzerland's leadership for 

the second time and is an internationally recognised training platform.  
 

The countries participating in the exercise this time are the USA, Colombia, Costa 

Rica, Japan, Australia, Tunisia, Jordan, Great Britain, Sweden, Germany, Austria and 

Switzerland. The exercise management is additionally receiving support from 

international experts as well as from a UN team and a team from Luxembourg. 

 

  


